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with Great Britain. JBut she was still working under the Miirzsteg
programme with Austria in Macedonia, and had backed the Austrians
in resisting the much more drastic reforms which Great Britain desired.
The way was still open to a Russo-Austrian deal in the Balkans, and
Berchtold, the Austrian Ambassador in St. Petersburg, had encouraged
Isvolsky to think that he could get everything he wanted for com-
paratively small concessions if he would bide his time. But for this
the benevolence of Germany was necessary and not to offend her
until at least it had been tried and failed was accordingly a matter
of high importance to the Russian.
Isvolsky Js anxieties may be read in the report of an interview which
Sir Edward Goschen, then Ambassador in Vienna, had with him at
Marienbad, a few days after the Convention was signed. He asked
the Ambassador to beg Sir Edward Grey not to " increase the tempo "
on the subject of reforms in Macedonia. The delays were " regret-
table but unavoidable," and to force the pace would be very unwise,
" He had received most satisfactory assurances of support from Prince
Billow, but he felt that support depended on a threat, and that a too
forward and too hasty policy might defeat its own end, and lead to
a stiffening of the Sultan's back by Germany and consequent protracted
opposition and delay." It is improbable that Isvolsky was thinking
only of reforms in Macedonia. He was by this time in a position
in which any excess of zeal on the part of his British friends would
seriously have compromised his plans for the following year.
During the King's visit to the Kaiser at Wilhelmshohe in August
of this year, Sir Charles Hardinge, who accompanied the King, had
a conversation with Prince Billow, and reported that he " welcomed
the projected Anglo-Russian Alliance." The welcome was of the
same kind that he had given three years earlier to the British-French
Entente. In 1905 he had destroyed the proposed Bjorkoe Treaty
between Russia and Germany on the specific ground that by limiting
it to Europe the Kaiser had deprived Germany of the most serviceable
support which Russia could render her, i.e. by invading India, in the
event of a conflict between Germany and Britain. Apart from all
other considerations, it could scarcely have been welcome to him that
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